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 Aquarius- People look to you 
for a small dose of magic in their 
lives, be it the occasional refer- 
ence to a fairy tale or an optimis- 
tic sunshine that brightens oth- 
erwise gloomy afternoons. You'll 
be rewarded for your allegiance 
to the fae this week. 


Pisces- Your world is in flux and 
you are the architect. As things 
are changed and realigned, take 
an active.role in describing the 
world to itself. Particularly in cre- 
ative areas, you have a penchant 
for beauty? Do your part. 


have this week and congratulate 
yourself on being amazing. Don't 
try to impress others; this isn’t 
necessary. Allow yourself an un- 
common personal freedom and 
know that you deserve it. 


Taurus- Approach problems 
with your own_ special version 
of tradition this week. Tried 
and true methods are such for 
a good reason, but that doesn't 


Gemini- Try to recognize the 
ways in which you work against 
yourself this week. Be brutal in 
self criticism and listen to your 
own advice. Vices are ruts that 
are easy to fall into, and it takes a 
force of will to rise above. 


Cancer- Older and more experi- 
enced people may come to you 
for advice this week, valuing 
your fresh outlook and knack for 
seeing the big picture. Be hon- 
est with your.impressions and 
try not to pay just what you think 
they want to hear. 


Leo- The personal is political 
this week. Play your cards with a 
veiled hand and try not to over- 
state your ambitions with close 
friends. Listen and collect. Too 
much trust can be a bad thing 
for you right now. 


Virgo- Be attentive to the nu- 
ances of your. friends and co- 
workers this week. Everyone 
is different and it’s a shame to 
compartmentalize folks into pre- 
determined categories-- you run 


Libra- Restlessness and a mount- 
ing need for fresh air-will inspire 
you to make a far-reaching to-do 
list this week. Be realistic and 
stick to it. Every year will start to 
look the same if you fail to pur- 
sue goals. 


Seorpia You've been deferring 
a task that will not go away un- 
til you confront it head on and 
complete it. This is not a week for 
procrastinating. Also, your abil- 
ity to perceive others’ needs is 
strong this week. Use it to get to 
know someone better. 


Sagittarius- Take a small vac- 
tion from your worries this week. 
You're a sober-minded realist 
that doesn’t allow. time for re- 
laxation most of the time, and 
should give it a rest for a bit. 
You're only wearing yourself out. 


Capricorn- You may find your- 
self involved in a group project 
or ER team mem- 
bers who are bringing a bit less 
than they could to the table. 
Don't allow this to diminish the 
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mean you can’t put your own 


spin on a time-worn technique. them great. 
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Ask Hannah Wren 


Hannah. I'm ina great relationship. I've been 
seeing this guy for 8 months and he’s re- 
ally considerate. The only problem is that he 
seems to be overly accommodating when in- 
teracting with me. | think he makes sacrifices 
to make things easier for me whenever he can. 
| appreciate this, but | feel that on some level, 
he is going to burn out on our relationship if 
he continues to play the hero. I've tried to ad- 
dress this with him and he doesn't acknowl- 
edge that he is making sacrifices. | don’t want 
to hide my problems from him, but | feel that 
whenever | share a goal or problem with him, 
he makes it his own. | wish he would let me 
deal with my own problems and respect me 
enough to let me help him with his. Do you 
think there is a way that | could address this 
with him that would be mutually beneficial? 
| really like him. Thank you. | really love your 
advice column. 

Damsel in Inconvenience 


My dear damsel, 


So you've found a lovely fellow who takes 
a little more care of you than is welcome. 
I'm glad you really like him! (I’m glad you 
like the column, too. Shoot. You're sweet to 
say so). And yes, | bet you'll be able to work 
it out. 


You begin (very considerately) by worrying 
about what it’s like on his end to be so ac- 
commodating: he's sacrificing too much, 
he'll burn out. But your letter soon leaves 
that angle behind - as well it should. He's 
assured you that it’s no trouble, and you 
may as well trust him. More to the point, 
your concern that his care for you will over- 
tax him seems actually a gentle way of pro- 
tecting his feelings. It lets you sidestep the 
real issue: not that his mode of involvement 
might become a problem for him, but that 
it’s already a problem for you. 


The line that stood out most to me in your 
letter was this one: “Whenever | share a 


the risk of missing what makes _ final product. You'll have to step 


up to fill the void. 
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goal or problem with him, he makes it his 
own.” Here we've moved beyond a willing- 
ness to give you his gloves on a cold day 
(which, as far as I’m concerned, if he really 
seems willing? sure!), and into the terrain 
of potentially usurping your agency. I’m 
sure he doesn’t mean to. It’s such an under- 
standable response, when someone you 
care about brings up a problem, to want to 
take part in the working out. But it sounds 
like you feel crowded by his way of doing 
it. Toes a little squashed, independence a 
little compromised. 


So how do you tell him so? It seems to me 
like an issue best dealt with on the ground 
— by which | mean, | don’t think you need 
to sit him down for a Talk. Wait until some 
problem you're having comes up in con- 
versation, and as you talk about it, be ex- 
plicit about the kinds of help that will feel 
good to you, and the kinds that won't. This 
will mean, of course, articulating for your- 
self ahead of time what would feel useful, 
so that you can show him a path to travel 
other than the one he’s on. “You know, | 
think | need to work this out for myself - 
but I'd really love to vent about it to you for 
a while.’ If you start to feel co-opted, point 
it out, and explain why. You can acknowl- 
edge that a response is sweet and well-in- 
tentioned and that it feels crowding with- 
out those two facts cancelling one another 
out. Be as honest as you can be: maybe it’s 
that you take pleasure in your indepen- 
dence, and you feel protective of your own 
competence and agency. Maybe it’s that 
having someone rush in to help can make 
the problem feel disproportionately large. 
Explain it in terms of your experience, your 
needs, rather than in terms of your con- 
cerns for him, and hopefully he will hear 
you a little more clearly. Though you may 
well need to point it out more than once. 


Good luck! | believe in you. 
xxHannah 


Ask Hannah! -- - PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 
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Howlin’ at you 
every Tuesday! 
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Champion of th 
Kari 


Well good god damn and light a candle. It's 
the third week in January. On January 19, 
2013, Kari Dawn Hall died. Kari was a pro- 
foundly inspiring source of fuel in creating 
the Secret Admirer 6 years ago in Flagstaff, 
Arizona. It was after her passing 2 years 
ago that we decided to start the Admirer 
up again here in Pensilvania. She had that 
rare quality of making you want to be your 
best, to make the best art, to work hard at 
the weirdo nonsense that makes you your- 
self. As long as there is wind in our sails 
and ink in our pen, we will tell the story of 
Kari over and over to those who will listen. 


yy biy. — This year 
~ I'll tell the 
story of the 

time that | 
hitch hiked 

across the 
country, 
; from 
/ Georgia 
to Ari- 
zona. 
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Boot rot turned 

my feet to black sponges. | fell across the 
desert in a series of lucky rides and ar- 
rived at her door at 4am. Flagstaff is atop 
a mountain, and at that hour the sky was 
rimmed in gray-white promise. | turned 
the cow skull in her small garden over and 
pulled her spare key from the dirt. | passed 
quietly through her house. | smelled ripe 
apples in her dark kitchen. | peeled off my 
rotting clothes and fell beside her along 
a soft mattress. That morning, as | slept, 
we dreamed together. We caught up, we 
shared stories. All without words in our 
sleep. | woke around 10am. She was cook- 
ing eggs and oatmeal for me. Wordlessly 
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we stood in her kitchen. | ate an apple. We 
never needed to say anything. 


Over the years we drifted. | saw her only a 
few times a year, when | could get out there. 
Whenever we shared a beautiful moment, 
in exchange for the memory, | would break 
off a small piece of myself to live there, in 
that moment, in that constellation forever. 
In the back of my brain there's a small cigar 
box, the lid worn smooth by my brain fin- 
gers, where all of those moments live. 


On the night she died, | dreamed of her. 
Her eyes were closed. Or they were open 
and there was nothing inside them. She 
said something that | couldn't hear. It’s 
hard to remember. 


So | live my life influenced by her grav- 
ity. She’s the one who convinced me that 
| could make this paper. So If you like this 
paper, say a quiet thank you to her this 
week please. 


January Dandelions 


How's that perfect January going? You 
making it happen? Is your head clear- 
ing up? Are you seeing a fragmented and 
ephemeral rendition of yourself that's a 
little bit more correct? 


All grinding gears and rumble lunged 
coughing aside, you're doing ok, right? 
We're doing ok here too. Just remember 
that failure is a necessary part of success, 
and keep going. 


Take at least one quiet minute every day to 
remember who you are. Find a mirror and 
say this mantra. It's me, it's me, it's me, it's 
me, it's me, it's me, it's me, it's me, it's me, 
it's me, it's me, it's me, it's me, it's me, it's 
me, it's me, it's me, it's me, it's me, it's me, 
it's me, it's me, it's me, it's me, it's me, it's 
me, it's me, it's me, it's me, it's me, it's me, 
it's me, it's me, it's me, it's me, it's me, it's 


{It’s not your father’s mustache } 
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| FINANCIAL WELLNESS 


SNE THE DATE 


Thursday Jan 15 :: 7:30PM Sharp 
Buzz Cafe :: 1800 N. Howard St. 


Space is Limited :: RSVP to Fish 
fish4advice@gmail.com 


BookingEL@yahoo.com 
1356 N Front St - Fishtown 
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FAMILY FREIGHT FAST 


TROPHY @ BIKES 


712 N. 2nd St. Philadelphia, PA 19123 
215.592.1234 www.trophybikes.com 
-open everyday - 


SALES € SERVICE 


606 S 9th St 
Tues-Thurs, Fri & Sat : 10-5 
Closed Sun & Mon 


Winter tune up - $60 


215 627-3370 bikeville.com 


Weds : 1-9 


-Would-you like to placé an ad in the Se- 
-cret Admirer? Well-you can-It's 30-dol- 
lars for Tweek, 90 dollars for 
and 450 dolla 2 
change the. conte 


t: f.your-ad as of- 
ten as you like: The 


=Sécret Admirer is 


independently owmed and p 
in Philadelphia; PApy a 


out, and has been #u 

years. It comes out a 

in 250 spots across fe city. AlAdmir- - 
er locomotionis comducted via bicycle,’ 
and the Admirer embraces and aspires: 
to promote ‘equality and acceptance, 
communication “and - interpersonal 


harmony fof all. 603 203 4766 =< 
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etherial 


From the folks that brought you dreams, etherial 
is a quality of being that seems too perfect for this 
world. And the sky opened wide. And the lord looked 
down and said: "And so you descend, a shimmering 
diaphanous vision upon this roughly hewn planet- 
-a perfection in harsh relief before the charcoal and 
ash of your predecessors. And with your creation, | 
am done and can finally sleep." And he runs his hand 
before his sunken eyes. And god sighs and weeps. 
Which is funny. And that is why | love you, | said. 


WTF é Wacky é Facts! 

e A Most regularly used 
smart phones are internally lined 
with what repair shops call "slime," 
a thick mixture of effluvia that re- 


pair techs scrape out before refur- 


bishing old phone. The slime is an 
amalgam of dirt, metal shavings, 
lint, body fluids, and skin flakes, 
and contains a more concentrated 
blast of bacteria and germs than 
can be found on most toilet seats. A 
In 1923, jockey Frank Hayes won a 


horse race despite suffering a heart 
attack and dying roughly half way 
through the race. His body stayed 
rooted in the saddle and he won by 
a long shot, beating 20-1 odds. A 
US taxpayers lose money on every 
penny and nickel minted. A Light 
does not always travel at "the speed 
of light." The slowest recorded light 
was traveling under 40 miles/hour. 
A Nabokov invented the smiley 
emoticon:) A 
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Overheard m Phila 


; sexy edition 
In the kitchen 
gal- | just blew my nose so hard that | shot a load of jizz down my thigh. 


30th st Station 

gal- (to guy) Well you know what? I'm not gonna give you my number, so if you 
wanna fuck me, you're gonna hafta do it tonight, cause you don't even 
know where | go. You'd never find me. So fuck me tonight or never. 


City View Pizza - 16&Spring Garden 

boy 1- You can't give someone an STD unless you pee inside of them. 

boy 2- Nut uh. Then how would men get STDs? Think about it. 

boy 1- No, you see, when you fuck a girl, she pees a little bit inside your pee hole. 
That's the whole problem. That's why condoms stop it. 

boy 2- Ewww! That's gross. Gettin’ pee in your dick like that. Fuck that. 


Period app says 
Two more days but | think | 
Can feel it coming 


Do you know that brown 
gunk that hangs around after 
it's done? | do. Yuck. 


day two of in-laws 
reunion in Mexico... 
una mancha rojo 


Nietzsche's nihilism: Gotan I.U.D. 


No match for my PMS. Just in time for my boyfriend 
So grumpy, grrrr argh!!! to break up with me 
Don't do,Black Friday wentfor'a long run 


it's Buy Nothing Day, or in 


ot/my period’halfwa 
my case, it was Red Friday 2 rf Y 


| don't wash as.much, kept jogging onward 
Even with my period, 


When no one touchesymy crotch. iooeecl Bick undies 


when Flo comes takes away some 


ain - can't see the stains 
| expected that P 


| would bleed in a boys bed 
But it was Wendy's 


Smeared blood on my pants 
Red on white: a nice combo 
Period fashion 


SEND MOAR PERIOD POEMS! 
I'm going to make a super special Period Pals zine soon, with tons of menstrual 
haiku and other features as well. If you want to collaborate, email Wendy Otter! 
CornFairy@gmail.com 
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1. Grim’s favorite verb 

5. The biggest droog 

8. Gardener’s trowel cut short 

12. Leaf of the talipot palm 

13.To resign from 

15. A sheet of glass 

16. Mariah Carey fan 

17. Exhilarate 

18. Oh, lost! 

19. Abject subjugation 

22. Type 

23. Spend 

24. Negative midnight 

26. Basic 

29. Tonal vibrations 

31. French thumbs up 

32. Powered by sunlight, if ares were enns 

34. Country 

36. A grandson of Adam 

38. Risk 

40. A surface to faint upon 

41. Choppy 

43. Fucked 

45. A chemical cure 

46. Multiple puffy clouds 

48. Meadow or pasture 

50. A delicate, conical flower 

51. Aide to a registered nurse 

52. In favor 

54. A tricksy spell over the senses 

61. First programs chopped from 
public schools 

63. Long-necked wading bird 

64. Stratagem 

65. Commercials, political promises, 
pillow talk 

66. Disliked with passion 

67. Backwards pose 

68. Nature of being 

69. Tentative cat noise 

Leaf lawn comb 
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1- What. dol have in my pockets? 


2- What element begins with the letter K? 
3- In 1975, who made the first aloum to enter US charts in the #1 spot? 
4- |s the diameter of Earth 5,000, 8,000, 10,000 or 15,000 miles? 


5- Name the Earth's longest river. 
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Good Friends - Good Food : Good Times 


AO% 


on entire purchase with this coupon 
328 South St - TheBoylerRoom.com 
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1. Part portrayed 
2. Panache 
3. Panhandler takings 
4. Baby food 
5. Editor's shorthand for “to be deleted” 
6. Islamic deacon 
7. Tiny parasite 
8. Relaxation destination 
9. Same both ways 
10. Butt sex 
11. Work table 
13. Progress 
14. An emperor of Japan 
20. Vipers 
21. Guided excursion 
25. Defining burden 
26. Blue hedgehog 
27.Vaccinates 
28. A resin used in incense 
29. Irritations 
30. Less dangerous 
31. Sleeping surface 
33.9 down with a andr 
35. Young boy 
37. Tractor trailer 
39. Absorbed knowledge 
42. Christmas log 
44. Pock 
. Publicly murder 
. Meddle 
. Harvard rival 
. Greek goddess of discord 
. Stuff 
. Love's ugly twin 
. Fresh 
. Snow Queen 
. E-reader 
. Delineation 
. 180 from NNW 
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ANSWERS ON BACK 


